
PASTORAL LETTER 18TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

Good morning everyone and, as I look out of my study window, it’s a lovely start to the day, having 

had a colourful sunrise, it is shaping up to be a beautiful day, which is always a bonus at this time 

of the year as we move into autumn, the season of “mists and mellow fruitfulness”. 

This Sunday it will be six months since we ventured into the new world of livestreaming our church 

services in collaboration with our partnership of Burntisland Parish, Erskine UF to form “BEK and 

call”.   In the midst of the lockdown caused by the pandemic it was a bold step and one that I believe 

has been a blessed one: reaching many viewers (averaging around 300/400 on Zoom / public 

Facebook Live and You Tube) many of whom would not be churchgoers; we have harnessed many 

skills and talents in the planning, production and delivery of worship.   Friendships and fellowship 

have been deepened and prayer  time (7pm each Tuesday evening) has been a strength in difficult 

times.    I believe that in this past six months we have been enabled to make much progress in a 

good working partnership between our three Churches - it was only a year ago that we had our first 

united service in The Bay, followed by another United Service in our Kirk by the Sea and Leadership 

Conference at the Bay, just a week before lockdown.  The Holy Spirit has been moving amongst us 

through all of this so let’s continue to do what St Paul advises: 

“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit” 

“BEK and Call” will continue for the foreseeable future, especially as the current situation is still very 

precarious.   However last Sunday evening we had a trial “Sunday@7” service in the large hall of 

the Church on the High Street, with all the necessary safety precautions in place,   twelve people 

came along, here are some comments: 

“A nice peaceful way to prepare for the week ahead” 

“It was SO comforting and just what was needed. We realise how much effort a lot of people are 

putting in for the good of all of us, both last night and on Zoom”.   

“Thank you for the very serene service.  I had not realized how much contact with church family was 

missing from life” 

Myself and the duty team on Sunday appreciate those positive comments very much. 

Looking forward, the Kirk Session Task group and the full Kirk Session ( both meeting by Zoom) will 

be reviewing the situation as the Church of Scotland and Government guidelines allow and will be 

looking at a trial Morning Service at some future date, which we will let you know about in good time. 

We are also moving towards the re-admission of groups using our halls. 

I’m glad to let you know that I now have a date for my Hip surgery: Monday 12th October at Victoria 

Hospital in Kirkcaldy.    It first started to bother me when I was walking the Borders Abbeys Way 

from Jedburgh to Hawick in May 2018   (I remember it well!).  I should have had the operation in 

April, but am relieved that I now have a date (subject to the covid situation not getting worse!). I’m 

grateful to my two BEK colleagues, David and Alexander ,who will cover our worship and any urgent 

Pastoral Care such as funerals.   At the moment I’m not sure how long I’ll be “on the sick” but I do 

know ,that with covid concerns, I have to self- isolate for two weeks before and two weeks after 

surgery.   As always, I’ll appreciate your understanding, prayers, and support. 

One service (among many!) which I’m missing this month is the Annual Clan Donnachaidh gathering 

and Clan service in Struan Kirk in beautiful Highland Perthshire.   I’ve been Clan Chaplain for 12 

years now (Reids are a sept of the Clan along with Robertson, Duncan, MacRobbie etc).   



The Church of Scotland are reorganising parishes and church buildings all over Scotland just now 

and sought to dispose of Struan Kirk. Thankfully the Clan, with extensive worldwide connections, 

were able to fundraise to purchase the lovely little Kirk and last years’ service was the first under 

ownership of the Clan. So, we hope that next year we’ll be able to welcome Clansfolk from “a’ the 

airts and pairts”! 

Some advance notice, before I finish; there will be two “Private Prayer” opportunities: Sunday 20th 

September in the Church on the High Street, small hall from 3 - 4pm and Sunday 25th October in 

the Kirk by the Sea from 3 - 4pm.   Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday is 27th September on BEK and 

Call and I would ask you to remember those in need, particularly Kirkcaldy Area Foodbank ,to which 

you can donate with drop off points in the Co-op and our Faith, Hope and Charity Shop.  

Watch out for my latest short series of vlogs on our Church’s public Facebook page: “Harvest Home” 

The Church of Scotland are having a special online General Assembly on October 2nd and 3rd, which 

you can follow live on the Church’s website. An important part in previous Assemblies has been 

played by the Presbytery’s Youth Representatives, who have made their voice know in many 

debates, particularly in last year’s fossil fuel disinvestment debate. We’re pleased that one of our 

members, Andrew Reid, is to be Kirkcaldy Presbytery’s Youth Rep at this year’s most unusual 

Assembly. 

Our next online service of Holy Communion (which many are appreciating, as someone wrote to me 

said “We are also appreciating communion. It was a special feeling just the two of us taking it 

together”)  will be on Sunday October 4th at 7pm on Zoom and public Facebook live (for details 

please ask Ena for the password for Zoom or access Burntisland Church public Facebook page), 

Keep safe, keep sane, keep the heid and keep the faith! 

Blessings, 

Jim. 

 

 

Ps There is a proverb that says: 'When the winds change direction, there are those who build walls 

and there are those who build windmills'. 


