
PASTORAL LETTER: APRIL 9TH 2021 

 

Good morning and Happy Easter to you and yours! 

The sunrise photo was taken on Easter Sunday along at the “Daisy 

bed” on the Coastal path from Kinghorn to Kirkcaldy: a cold but clear 

morning and a lovely way and walk to start the day! 

It’s unnerving to think that this is nor the second Easter under covid 

restrictions but we’re seeing signs of improvement, lessening of 

restrictions, and increasing confidence that the vaccination 

programme along with the testing procedures available are winning 

out over the virus; let’s hope and pray that this continues in the weeks 

and months ahead. 

I know that many of you are having (or have just had) your second jag 

and trust that it will give you increased confidence along with 

increased protection! 

While we missed having our Easter morning service on the beach 

(followed by breakfast buns in the Balmuto Lounge!) and a crowded 

Kirk for the All-Age Easter worship followed by the Evening 

Emmaus Walk and supper(I’m sure we’ll appreciate them all the more 

when we can safely gather next Easter!). We did enjoy “online” Holy 

Week services, Easter worship and Evening Communion on BEK and 



call and a short “onsite” Easter Service in the Church on the High 

Street which was meaningful for those who could attend. 

This pattern of “online” and “onsite” worship will continue for the 

foreseeable future and the “onsite” worship will still require booking 

through the Church website(simple to do or get someone to do it for 

you!). 

I’ve been reflecting on the several Resurrection appearances of the 

Lord Jesus and how so often he is both unexpected, initially a stranger 

( a Gardener, a stranger on the shore, a companion unrecognised, on 

the road) He’s the same Jesus but because of his risen, new humanity 

he is indescribably different, the disciples didn’t have the vocabulary 

to say how different he looked, they took encouragement that they did 

eventually, recognise him!). 

Let me illustrate by a story from my Auctioneering days. 

One of my first auctions was just south of Aberdeen and one of my 

last was just a few miles further north nearer the city. It was a plastics 

moulding business which should have been doing well with the 

growth of the oil industry at that time, but due to some cash flow 

problems the Receivers were called in and an auction was held. But at 

the auction the boss of the firm that had “gone bust” was there buying 

up much of the machinery! Are we allowed to take bids from him? 

Will he be able to pay for his purchases? It turns out that we were on 

both counts as he’s found some new investors and had set up in 

business again (he’s now, 30 years on, a respected businessman with a 

flourishing business!). 

When I first saw him at the auction sale, I wondered what the story 

was, but looking back he probably learned a lot from his first business 

failure and went on to much better and bigger things. 

The buyer was the same, but different! 

In John 21, the failed fishing trip, where Jesus appears as a stranger 

on the shore, tells them where to cast and has the beginnings of 

breakfast ready for Peter and the 6 as they haul the huge catch ashore. 



As in the other gospel stories the Jesus of this one is real, palpable, a 

physical person capable of performing physical acts including 

cooking breakfast. But the writer is aware of a difference in him 

which can hardly be put into words but only hinted at: 

12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the 

disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was 

the Lord.  

There’s recognition and puzzlement as well; continuity and 

discontinuity: new creation is pressing home in the person, the new 

raised up humanity of Jesus Christ. 

Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15: 48-49, tries to express this earthly/heavenly 

imagery: 

48 Earthly people are like the man of earth; heavenly people are like 

the man from heaven. 49 We have borne the image of the man made of 

earth; we shall also bear the image of the man from heaven. 

At the end of the encounter with Jesus, the disciples and also John 

(the “Beloved Disciple” and Gospel writer)  this same but different 

Jesus says, “You must follow me!” and John concludes his gospel 

with these words: 

25 There are many other things which Jesus did. If they were written 

down one by one, I don’t think the world itself would be able to 

contain the books that would be written. 

So, still Jesus leads us on with tales and testimonies new every day: 

our lives and his telling the gospel anew and afresh! 

CHURCH NEWS 

As I said earlier, online, and onsite worship (that’s the terminology 

I’ll be using to distinguish the two) will be continuing for the 

foreseeable future: get the Zoom details from the Church Facebook 

page or from Ena or you can watch on Facebook live on Burntisland 

Church’s Facebook page or watch at any time on YouTube: BEK and 

Call - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzsR4rKbPSn_jKWnDhHE3XQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzsR4rKbPSn_jKWnDhHE3XQ


For the onsite services (at the moment in the Church on the High 

Street but maybe in the Kirk by the Sea towards the warmer weather 

of summer(!) because of limitations on distancing for numbers 

accommodated you’ll need to book on the Church website: Welcome 

to Kinghorn Parish Church 

If you know of someone who doesn’t have a computer/smartphone 

but wants to come to onsite worship, then please book for them. 

This coming Sunday, 11th April, you’ll have 3 options! 10am onsite 

worship in the Church on the High Street; 11am BEK and call online 

worship and 12noon BBC Scotland Service which was recorded 

recently from Erskine Church and includes contributions from Revs 

Alexander, David, and myself. 

Eileen McCloghrie writes: “ Thanks  from me, for the many cards of 

sympathy that I have received, too  numerous to reply individually. 

The thoughtfulness from so many of the church family was so 

touching” . 

Christian Aid week will soon be coming round: Mary Tulloch, Susan 

Leslie and some friends are going to walk the Forth Bridge sponsored 

for Christian Aid: there are 3 ways of giving: Just Giving page, 

Church Bank account marked “Christian Aid or by cash to Mary or 

Susan. Well done, in advance! 

 Precis of the Minutes of the BEK Progress Group Meeting 

       Held on Wednesday 7th April, 2021 at 1.30p.m. by Zoom. 

Amongst topics discussed were: 

   Ecumenical Working: 

   Neil Campbell, Fife Presbytery Mission Director, encouraged 

   discussion on future co-operation and the need for Mission. Neil   

   was invited to be involved further at future meetings  and will be 

   pleased to do so. The need for involving a wider section of our 

https://kinghornparishchurch.org/
https://kinghornparishchurch.org/


   Congregations at some future point is recognised. 

 

   BEK Worker: 

   Further meetings of the Steering Group have been arranged with 

   Paul Beautyman. 

 

   BEK Worship: 

   In person Services will continue under Government restrictions as 

   will on-line Services.  Future joint Services will be arranged when 

   circumstances allow. 

 

   Next Meeting: 

   Robin McAlpine, Vacancy Advisory Convener for Burntisland  

   Parish’s Vacancy, has been invited to attend. 

 

Keep safe, keep sane, keep the heid and keep the faith, 

Jim. 

 

 

 

 


